
When Your Legs Want to Go Without You:
Understanding Restless Legs Syndrome
Restless legs syndrome (RLS) is a common neurological condition that
affects millions of people worldwide. It is characterized by an irresistible
urge to move the legs, often accompanied by uncomfortable sensations in
the legs. These sensations can range from mild tingling to severe burning
or crawling. RLS can occur at any time of day or night, but it is often worse
in the evening or at night.

RLS can interfere with sleep, daytime activities, and overall quality of life.
People with RLS may have difficulty falling or staying asleep, which can
lead to fatigue and daytime sleepiness. They may also have difficulty sitting
still for long periods of time, which can make it difficult to work, attend
school, or travel.

The main symptom of RLS is an irresistible urge to move the legs. This
urge is often accompanied by uncomfortable sensations in the legs, such
as:
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Tingling

Burning

Crawling

Itching

Aching

Throbbing

The severity of the symptoms can vary from person to person. Some
people may only experience mild symptoms, while others may have severe
symptoms that interfere with their daily lives.

RLS symptoms typically occur in the evening or at night, but they can also
occur during the day. The symptoms may be worse when the person is
sitting or lying down. Movement can often relieve the symptoms, but the
relief is usually temporary.

The exact cause of RLS is unknown, but it is thought to be related to a
number of factors, including:

Genetics: RLS tends to run in families, suggesting that there may be a
genetic component to the condition.

Iron deficiency: Iron deficiency is a common cause of RLS. Iron is
essential for the production of dopamine, a neurotransmitter that helps
to control movement.
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Pregnancy: RLS is more common during pregnancy, especially in the
third trimester.

Certain medical conditions: RLS can be a symptom of certain
medical conditions, such as kidney disease, diabetes, and Parkinson's
disease.

Medications: Some medications, such as antidepressants and
antipsychotics, can cause RLS as a side effect.

There is no single test that can diagnose RLS. The diagnosis is usually
made based on the patient's symptoms and a physical examination. The
doctor may also order blood tests to rule out other medical conditions that
may be causing the symptoms.

There is no cure for RLS, but there are a number of treatments that can
help to relieve the symptoms. These treatments include:

Lifestyle modifications: There are a number of lifestyle modifications
that can help to relieve RLS symptoms, such as:

Getting regular exercise

Maintaining a healthy weight

Eating a healthy diet

Avoiding caffeine and alcohol

Getting enough sleep

Taking warm baths or showers

Using a heating pad or cold compress



Medications: There are a number of medications that can be used to
treat RLS, such as:

Dopamine agonists

Iron supplements

Anticonvulsants

Opioids

Alternative therapies: There are a number of alternative therapies
that may be helpful for relieving RLS symptoms, such as:

Acupuncture

Massage therapy

Yoga

Meditation

The best treatment for RLS will vary depending on the individual patient. It
is important to work with a doctor to find the treatment option that is most
effective and safe.

RLS is a common neurological condition that can interfere with sleep,
daytime activities, and overall quality of life. However, there are a number
of treatments that can help to relieve the symptoms. By working with a
doctor, people with RLS can find the treatment option that is most effective
and safe for them.

Additional Resources



National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke

Restless Legs Syndrome Foundation

Mayo Clinic
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