
Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: A
Descendant's Search for Her Family's Lasting
Legacy
: The Veil of Secrecy

The story of Sally Hemings, an enslaved woman who lived at Monticello,
the plantation of Thomas Jefferson, has long been shrouded in secrecy and
controversy. For nearly two centuries, historians and the general public
alike have debated the nature of her relationship with Jefferson, the third
President of the United States. Was she his mistress, a victim of his sexual
advances, or a woman who willingly entered into a consensual relationship
with him?
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In recent decades, DNA evidence has helped to shed some light on this
enigmatic relationship, confirming that Jefferson fathered at least one of
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Sally Hemings' children. This revelation has reignited interest in Sally
Hemings' life and legacy, and has spurred her descendants to embark on a
journey to uncover their family's hidden history.

Sally Hemings: A Woman of Strength and Resilience

Sally Hemings was born into slavery around 1773 at Monticello. Her
mother, Elizabeth Hemings, was a slave owned by Jefferson's father, Peter
Jefferson. Sally Hemings' father is unknown, but some historians believe
that it may have been Jefferson himself.

Sally Hemings grew up at Monticello, where she worked as a housemaid
and seamstress. She was a skilled and intelligent woman, and she was
rumored to have been very beautiful. In her early twenties, Sally Hemings
began a relationship with Thomas Jefferson. The nature of their relationship
is still a matter of debate, but it is likely that they were lovers.

Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson had at least six children together.
The first child, who was named Peter, was born in 1790. The last child, who
was named Eston, was born in 1808. All of Sally Hemings' children were
born into slavery, and they were all eventually sold off to other plantations.

Despite the hardships she faced, Sally Hemings lived a long and productive
life. She remained at Monticello until her death in 1835. She was a witness
to many of the most important events in American history, and she played a
vital role in the life of one of the nation's most famous leaders.

The Hemings Descendants: A Search for Identity

For generations, the descendants of Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson
have lived in relative obscurity. They were often ashamed of their ancestry,



and they did their best to hide their connection to the Hemings family. In
recent decades, however, there has been a growing movement among
Hemings descendants to reclaim their family's legacy.

In 1998, a group of Hemings descendants formed the Sally Hemings
Association. The mission of the association is to promote research on the
Hemings family, to educate the public about their history, and to provide
support for Hemings descendants.

The Sally Hemings Association has been instrumental in helping Hemings
descendants to connect with each other and to learn more about their
family's past. The association has also played a key role in the effort to
obtain DNA evidence that proves Jefferson's paternity of Sally Hemings'
children.

DNA Evidence: Unraveling the Mystery

In 1997, a team of scientists led by Dr. Eugene Foster conducted DNA tests
on the remains of Thomas Jefferson and on the remains of several
Hemings descendants. The results of the tests confirmed that Jefferson
was the father of at least one of Sally Hemings' children.

The DNA evidence has been a major breakthrough in the study of the
Hemings family. It has helped to prove that Jefferson had a sexual
relationship with Hemings, and it has cast new light on the lives of his
slaves.

The DNA evidence has also helped Hemings descendants to feel a sense
of connection to their ancestors. For many years, they did not know who
their ancestors were, and they were often ashamed of their family's history.



The DNA evidence has helped them to learn more about their past, and it
has given them a sense of pride in their heritage.

The Hemings Legacy: A Lasting Impact

The story of Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson is a complex and
controversial one. It is a story of love, loss, and betrayal. It is a story of
slavery and freedom. And it is a story of the enduring legacy of the past.

The Hemings descendants are a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit. They have overcome centuries of oppression and discrimination, and
they have reclaimed their family's legacy. They are a source of inspiration
for all of us, and they remind us that the search for truth and justice is a
never-ending one.

Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson are two of the most famous figures in
American history. Their relationship has been the subject of much debate
and controversy. But beyond the headlines, there is a human story of love,
loss, and betrayal. The story of Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson is a
reminder of the complex and often contradictory nature of human
relationships. It is a story that deserves to be told and remembered.
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Death on Stage: Euphemia Martins Mystery 16
Synopsis In the heart of London's vibrant theater district, tragedy strikes
as renowned actress Eleanor Whitfield collapses on stage during a...

The Fed and the Future of Wealth in America:
Unlocking the Pathways to Economic
Prosperity
The Federal Reserve System (the Fed) is the central bank of the United
States. It plays a critical role in shaping the...
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